                                                 FAITHFUL SOLDIERS

                                                     2 Timothy 3:10-15

I. Pattern of Life (10-11)

A. Expounded

1. Doctrine

2. Purpose

B. Expressed

1. Manner of Life

2. Faith

3. Longsuffering

4. Love

5. Perseverance

a. Three towns in province of Galatia

b. Timothy was from Lystra

c. Timothy may have been an eyewitness

II. Promise of Life (12-13)

A. Persecution

1. John 15:18-20 (NIV), “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: `No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.”

2. John 16:33 (NIV), “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
B. Opposition

1. Evil men and imposters (counterfeit)

2. From bad to worse (increased opposition)

III. Perseverance in the Work (14-15)

A. Continue in Faith

1. In what you have learned

2. In what you have come to trust

3. In whom you learned from

a. Grandmother Lois

b. Mother Eunice

c. Apostle Paul

B. Continue on to Fruition

1. ‘Continue’ in vs. 14 is present-perfect tense

2. Shows continuous action

3. Aim for Paul’s confession in chapter 4 vs. 6-8

The contrast with the first paragraph of this chapter is obvious. The men described there were following their own inclinations and their pathetic converts had been carried away by their own impulses. Timothy, on the other hand, has followed an altogether different standard, namely the teaching and the example of Christ’s apostle, Paul.

*** Are you a ‘Faithful Soldier’? *** 

· How is your pattern of life expounded and expressed?

· Do you continue even through persecution?

· Are you persevering in faith and moving on to fruition?

