FINAL REFLECTIONS

2 Timothy 4:13-18

I. Opposition by Alexander (13-15)

A. Seizure at Troas

1. Most scholars suggest that Paul was apprehended at Troas

2. This would be a plausible reason for leaving his cloak and belongings there, if he were apprehended and hauled away suddenly.

B. Censure of Alexander

1. The language used by Paul to describe what Alexander did (‘caused me much harm’) suggest ‘passing of information’.

2. Alexander could have been the informer whose false information resulted in Paul’s arrest.

3. The fact that Alexander ‘greatly resisted’ Paul’s words parallels 1 Timothy 1:20, where a man named Alexander is said to be ‘shipwrecked in the faith.’

4. Paul may have been charged by a former church member!

5. His conclusion from this: God will take care of people
6. Literal reading: ‘The Lord will repay him for his works.’

II. Interrogation at Rome (16-17)

A. Deserted by all

1. ‘Stood with’ is legal language, suggesting witnesses or legal counsel.

2. When Paul was arraigned in court, he had no defense but his own word.

3. He echoes the heart of Jesus (Father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing)

B. Attended by Jesus

1. Acts 23:11 (NIV), “The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, "Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome."
2. The same language is used in both places (physical presence)

3. God caused Paul to give what was possibly the most exhaustive defense of the Christian faith ever given. (Preached fully)

4. Now Paul could say “I have finished my course.”

5. Paul’s conclusion from this: God will take care of the work.

III. Submission to Christ (18)

A. Confident of Rescue

1. God will not allow evil to prosper in Paul’s life

2. He will be ‘delivered’ by his submission to Christ

B. Confident of Heaven

1. Paul’s confidence was not in this earthly life; in fact, he expected to give it up soon (vs. 6).

2. His confidence was that God’s promises were true and he was on the verge of entering his heavenly reward.

3. His conclusion from this: God will take care of you.

