                                  TERMINAL PERSPECTIVES

                                          (MUD OR STARS)

                                            2 Timothy 4:6-8

‘Two men looked through the bars,

One saw the mud, the other saw stars.’

Frederick Langbridge

This paragraph of Scripture is a glorious declaration of personal triumph

I. Jesus Lives in the Present (6)

A. Life

1. Poured out as a drink offering

2. Signifies a complete offering to God; the priests received none of the offering

3. Pattern of his life, not just the end

4. One day it will be completely poured out

B. Death

1. Metaphor #1: Loosing a ship from its moorings

2. Metaphor #2: Pulling up tent stakes to go home

3. Paul knew his life would not end; he had no fear of death

II. Jesus Lives in the Past (7)

A. The Fight

1. Perfect tense: ‘I have fought it, it is forever done.’

2. Romans 8:37-39 (NIV), “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

B. The Race

1. The race course

2. Not won, but finished

3. Everything God has set before him had been done.

C. The Faith

1. My life is and has been a gospel life.

2. I have guarded and shared the faith.

III. Jesus Lives in the Future (8)

A. Paul’s Crown

1. The crown of righteousness

2. The ultimate state of perfect righteousness

3. Righteousness is needed for us to exist in God’s presence

B. Our Crown

1. Perfect state of righteousness

2. Given to all who serve Him and eagerly anticipate His appearing (Easter focus)

