                           THE ESSENCE OF OUR WARFARE

                                           2 Timothy 1:6-8

I. Stirring (vs. 6)

A. Rekindling

1. As a fire

2. Refocusing on the essentials

a. Bible Study

b. Prayer & meditation

c. Fasting

d. Confession & Repentance

e. Accountability

B. Recommissioning

1. Put our gifts back into use

2. Use them, exercise them

3. Serve the Lord!

4. Hebrews 2:1 (NIV), “We must pay more careful 
attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so 

that we do not drift away.”

II. Spirit (vs. 7)

A. Power – forcefulness of character that can use authority boldly

B. Love – that endures opposition

C. Sound Mind – uses restraint and opposes indulgence

III. Suffering (vs. 8)

A. Share in Suffering

1. John 15:18-20 (NIV), “If the world hates you, keep 
in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the 

world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do 

not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 

of the world. That is why the world hates you. 

Remember the words I spoke to you: `No servant 

is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, 

they will persecute you also.”

2. Philippians 1:29 (NIV), “For it has been granted to 

you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, 

but also to suffer for him.”
B. Shaped by Suffering

1. 1 Peter 1:7 (NIV), “These have come so that your 
faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes 

even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine 

and may result in praise, glory and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed.”

2. Diamonds are formed under intense pressure

3. Beautiful pictures are developed in the dark

How? – ‘According to the power of God’  (HCSB – relying on)

Invitation: Fight the Fight

1. Exercise your gifts/serve the Lord

2. Serve Him with power & authority, love for the opposition, & using tact 

& wisdom

3. Be prepared to suffer alienation & outright persecution

