DOWN ON OUR KNEES

Daniel 9:1-19

I. Motivated by the Word of God

A. Prophetic Truth
1. “Therefore, this is what the Lord of  Hosts says: ‘Because you have not obeyed My words, 
I am going to send for all the families of the north’—[this is]the Lord’s declaration—‘and [send for]My servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and I will bring them against this land, against its residents, and against all these surrounding nations, and I will  completely destroy them and make them a desolation, a derision, and ruins forever. 
I will eliminate the sound of joy and gladness from them—the voice of the bridegroom and the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 
This whole land will become a desolate ruin, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon for 70 years.” Jeremiah 25:8-11 (HCSB)

2. “For this is what the Lord says: “When 70 years for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm My promise concerning you to restore you to this place.” Jeremiah 29:10 (HCSB)
3. Prophecy drove him to his knees
B. Problematic Truth
1. Hard to understand passages

2. Hard to obey passages
C. Plain Truth
1. For God’s grace
2. For God’s strength
II. Measured by the Will of God

A. Agreeing with God

1. Prayer is not to get God to change His will. If His will is perfect, why should He change it?

2. Prayer is not getting God to adjust His program to what we want, it is adjusting our lives to the revealed will of God.

B. Arguing with God

1. The biggest waste of time in Christianity is praying about things God has already said we shouldn’t do.

2. “I’ve prayed”, “I have peace”, or “I experienced it” does not trump God’s revealed will in His Word.
III. Manifested in our Walk with God

A. Frequency

1. Daniel prayed three times a day (Daniel 6:10)

2. Prayer was an integral part of his life

B. Fervency

1. ‘Fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes” (Daniel 9:3)

2. Concerted efforts in prayer

C. Faithfulness

1. We bear the name of Christ in how we live and what we do.

2. Earnest and honest prayer changes us
