LIGHT, BUT AFTER A LONG, DARK TUNNEL

Daniel 7:1-28

A vision of history from Daniel’s time to the end.

In view are several ‘mountaintops’ of history and events yet future:

Babylon (vs. 4)
Medo-Persia (vs. 5)
Greece (vs. 6)





HISTORY
Rome (vs. 7)
Roman Federation of nations (vs. 7b)
Anti-Christ & tribulation (vs. 8, 11a, 24-25)

PROPHECY
2nd Coming of Christ – Satan defeated (vs. 14, 26-27)
Saints rule & reign with Christ (vs. 18, 27b)
Illustration of the mountaintops: Smokey Mountains. From a distance one can only see the tops of the mountains. When much closer the valleys and villages can be seen. Daniel 7 gives a ‘mountain panorama’ of history and end-time events.

· Scriptural illustration: Isaiah 61:1-2 & Luke 4:18-21
Jesus only read that part that had been so far fulfilled (vs. 21); the rest was yet to come.

So what we see in Daniel 7 is:
I. Four Beastly Empires

A. Babylon

B. Medo-Persia

C. Greece

D. Rome & coming Roman Federation

II. One Beautiful Kingdom

A. Ancient of Days in control from start to finish

B. Kingdom delivered to Son of Man (Jesus)

C. Final destruction of the sinful world system

D. Kingdom shared with the Saints

We are between the first and last part of verse 7. Scripture is not clear whether the 10 nation federation will be in place before or after the rapture of the saints. We know that the anti-christ will not be revealed until after the rapture of the saints, but not how long after. 

In light of all this, a few practical applications are warranted:

· Be aware of the state of world events

· Be assured of our victory with Christ

· Don’t be caught napping

· Be faithful

· Be obedient

· Live in the power of Jesus daily

· Live with the expectation of Jesus’ return
