                                             KINGDOM PERSPECTIVE

                                                      Philippians 4:1-9

I. Proper Perspective Sees Problems As Possibilities (vs. 1-3)

A. Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV), “Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.”

B. When the Israelite soldiers saw Goliath, they thought, “He is so big we can never kill him.” When David saw Goliath, he thought, “He is so big that I can’t miss him.”

C. Two shoe salesmen were sent to Africa. One sent a telegram home that said: “Get me home, nobody here wears shoes.” The other salesman’s telegram said: “Send me all the shoes you can; nobody here wears shoes.”

II. Proper Perspective Sees People In Relation To Their Potential (vs. 3)

A. Paul saw these two women as salvageable and useable

B. Paul had learned his lesson from John Mark

1. Thought him unusable in Acts 15

2. 2 Timothy 4:11 (NIV), “Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.”
3. Colossians 4:10 (NIV), “My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)”
III. Proper Perspective Sees The Present In Relation To God’s Promise (vs. 4-9)

A. ‘The Lord is at hand.’ (vs. 5) Jesus’ promise of return

B. Worry about nothing, pray about everything (vs. 6-7)

C. Obedience to God brings peace and blessing (vs. 8-9)

