EIGHT CHARACTERISTICS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE CHURCHES

EXPOSITORY OUTLINE

I. Supernatural Power

A. Antioch

1. Hand of the Lord was with them

2. Barnabas saw the grace of God

3. Disciples called Christians

B. Paul

1. Corinthian church

2. Other churches

3. Other churches

C. Pattern of Scripture

1. The Exodus (I Am)

2. Jericho

3. Pentecost

4. Peter & John before Sanhedrin (Acts 4)

5. Eph. 1:15-19 (power) 22-23

6. Eph. 3:14-19, 20-21

There will be visible evidence of spiritual awakening:

· Serious prayer

· Passion to reach the lost

· Healing of relationships among God’s people

· Atmosphere of spontaneous generosity

II. Christ-Exalting Worship

A. Elements of Biblical Worship

1. Music

2. Scripture

3. Prayer

4. Giving

5. Ordinances

B. Antioch

1. Acts 13:2 ‘ministering’ – English ‘liturgy’ (worship)

2. Fasting & Prayer

3. Result – 1st Missionary enterprise

C. Pattern of Scripture

1. Acts 1:14

2. Acts 2:42

3. Results – Acts 2:47 Explosive growth

Definition of worship by Warren Wiersbe:

“Worship is the believer’s response with all that he is – mind, emotions, will and body – to all that God is and says and does.”

III. God-Connecting Prayer 

A. Priority of Prayer

1. John 15:7, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you”

2. James 4:2b, “You do not have because you do not ask”

3. Phil. 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”

4. John 15:5, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing”

B. Pattern of Scripture

1. Acts 1:4-5, “And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence”

2. Acts 1:14, “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren”

3. The church was birthed in a prayer meeting

4. Acts 2:42, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”

C. Antioch

1. Acts 13:2-3, “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away”

a. Fasting and Prayer

b. Denotes great spiritual travail

c. Earnestness of prayer by fasting

2. Prayed until an answer came

3. 1st missionary enterprise was birthed in prayer

IV. Servant Leaders

A. God works through human instrumentation

1. Moses - Exodus 3:7-10, “And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt”

2. Paul – 1 Cor. 3:6-7, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase”

B. The Pattern of Jesus for training leaders

1. Pray the Lord of the Harvest (Matthew 9:38)

2. Instruction (Matthew 10:5)

3. Empowerment & Assignment (Matthew 10:1ff)

4. Provide Resources (Matthew 10:16-23)

C. Antioch

1. Acts 11:22-26

a. Encouragement

b. Fellowship

c. Teaching

2. Acts 13:1-3

a. Worship (liturgy)

b. Prayer

c. Fasting

d. Empowerment

e. Assignment

V. Kingdom Family Relationships

“The world is crying, ‘Does anybody know I’m alive?””

A. What is involved in a family relationship?

1. 1 Thess. 2:8 (Sacrificial love)

2. Romans 12:9-20 (from ‘living sacrifice’ in vs. 1)

B. Antioch

1. Jew-Gentile barrier was demolished

a. Racial barrier

b. Cultural barrier

c. Religious barrier

2. Gal. 3:26-28

3. Generosity – Acts 11:27-30

(Relief for church in Judea)

C. The Teaching of Jesus

1. Luke 8:19-21

2. Matthew 23:8-9

VI. God-Sized Vision

A. What is a vision?

1. Proverbs 29:18 (NIV), “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint;”

a. Revelation – “Word from God”

b. The nation or church that ignores God’s Word can anticipate spiritual anarchy and lack of clear direction

2. Since church growth is a supernatural activity, it follows that a growth vision will come from God and be grounded in His Word. Obedience to this God-given revelation gives the church restraint and provides direction.

B. The Pattern of Scripture

1. Initiated by God (Exodus 3:7-10)

2. Discovered through Prayer (Exodus 2:23-24)

3. Accomplished through Human Instrumentation (Exodus 3:10)

C. Antioch

1. The Complexity of the Task – World Evangelization

2. The Communication of the Task

a. Initiated by God

b. Discovered through Prayer

3. The Commitment to the Task

a. Obedience

b. Accomplished through Human Instrumentation

VII. Passion for the Lost

A. The Heart of Jesus

1. Matt. 11:28, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”

2. Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost”

B. Theological Foundation

1. Condition of the Lost (Rom. 3:10-12)

2. Character of Jesus (John 14:6)

3. Command to Evangelize (Matt. 28:19-20; 2 Cor. 5:18-20)

C. The Antioch Model

1. Lay-led Evangelism (Acts 11:19)

2. Cross-cultural Evangelism (Acts 11:20)

3. Consistent Evangelism (Acts 11:21,24,26)

VIII. Maturation of Believers

A. Antioch  (Acts 11:25-26)

1. After growth came discipleship

2. Discipleship is an ongoing process (1 year)

3. Believers were 1st called Christians after the 1 year of teaching

4. Antioch believers shared with those in Jerusalem after 1 year of teaching

B. First Church in Acts  (Acts 2)

1. Converts added to body (assimilation) Acts 2:41

2. Devoted to teaching (verse 42)

3. Devoted to Fellowship (verse 42,44-47)

4. Devoted to Worship (verse 42,47)

5. Devoted to Outreach (verse 47)

C. Stages of Maturation

1. Infancy – Formative Stage

a. Bonding

b. Imitation

c. Encouragement & Instruction

2. Early childhood – Developmental Stage

a. Basic personal skills

1. Bible study

2. Prayer

3. Faithfulness

3. Adolescence to Adulthood – Reproductive Ministry

a. Doctrinal Training (Heb. 6:1-2)

b. People skills

c. Service

d. Reproduction

