‘FOR’ THE GOSPEL IN 2004

Romans 1:16-17

I. Excitement About the Gospel (vs. 16a)
A. Not Ashamed

1. Gospel means ‘good news’

a. God loves sinners

b. Sins are forgiven in Christ

c. Eternal life awaits the saints

d. Bondage to sin in this life is broken

2. Same word angels used bringing ‘good tidings’ to the shepherds about Jesus’ birth

3. Greek ‘euangelion’ – root for our word evangelism

B. Suffer Shame (although not ashamed, will suffer shame because of it)
1. The gospel is good news, but it contains truth some people don’t want to hear

2. We are sinners by nature

3. We are sinners by choice

4. Sin really does send people to Hell
5. Jesus is THE ONLY way to escape Hell

Paul suffered shame for the Gospel of Christ. He was beaten for it, on the run because of it, shipwrecked while preaching it, and martyred because he wouldn’t deny it. He had an excitement about the Gospel. Why? Because of the EFFECT of the Gospel.

II. Effect of the Gospel (vs. 16b)
DELIVERANCE – Salvation

A. Power of God

1. ‘Dunamis’ (power) dynamite

2. Not authority, but ability

3. Ability to erase sin and change our lives from the inside out

B. Provision of God

1. ‘Everyone who believes’
2. God has accomplished the work necessary for salvation

3. Repentance and faith are our part

4. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” Acts 16:31 (NKJV)

How does a simple message bring deliverance? What is in the ‘good news’ that makes a difference? Paul now gives an EXPLANATION of the Gospel.

III. Explanation of the Gospel (vs. 17)
A. Justice

1. Christ died for our sins

2. Our sins were put to His account

3. He was punished for them in our place (death on the cross)

4. God’s demands of justice (punishment of our sin) has been fulfilled.

5. Now we are innocent, but still not righteous.

B. Righteousness

1. In the Gospel a righteousness is provided by God
2. God credits the perfect righteousness of Jesus to our account. 

3. This gift of righteousness is acquired by faith alone.

4. “And be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own from the law, but one that is through faith in Christ —the righteousness from God based on faith.” Phil 3:9 (HCSB)

HERE IS THE GOSPEL:

1. Sin’s Presence In You – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NKJV)

2. Sin’s Penalty To You – “For the wages of sin is death… “  Romans 6:23 (NKJV)

3. Jesus’ Payment For You – “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 (NKJV)

4. God’s Pardon To You – “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7 (NKJV)

5. Salvation’s Procurement To You – “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV)

