Since Evil and Suffering Exist, A Loving God Cannot – Or Can He?

Job 30:16-17; 26-27

“The problem of pain is like a question mark turned like a fish hook in the human heart.”

I. The Origin of Pain

A. Creation

1. God created man with a free will

2. We have the ability to choose to accept God or reject Him

B. Choices

1. Majority of pain is caused by our choices

2. God can make evil ultimately good – the Cross – ultimate example

II. The Megaphone of Pain

A. Sometimes to be good is NOT to be kind

B. The point of our lives in this world is not comfort, but training and preparation for eternity.

C. Even Jesus learned obedience through suffering (Hebrews 2:10; 5:8)

D. How much more then should we?

III. Bearing the Pain

A. God Cares

1. Matthew 10:29-31 (NIV), “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
2. How could God bear all the suffering in the world? He did!

3. Don’t try to get God off the hook for suffering – He put Himself on it! – the Cross

B. God Copes

1. God didn’t say “Oh well, now you are suffering because of your sinful choices, too bad.” He entered our world, suffered our pains, offers Himself to us in the midst of our sorrow.

2. Job – questioned God; wasn’t given an explanation.

3. He was given God’s presence and was satisfied.

4. When we hurt we don’t want explanations, we want presence!

5. Jesus is there, sitting beside us in the lowest places of our lives. Are we broken? He was broken, like bread, for us. Are we despised? He was despised and rejected of men. Do we cry out that we can’t take anymore? He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Do people betray us? He was sold out Himself. Are our tenderest relationships broken? He too was loved and rejected. Do people turn from us? They hid their faces from Him as from a leper. Every tear we shed becomes His tear. He may not wipe them away yet, but He will.

That brings us to the final step:

C. God Cures

1. Job experienced God’s presence and was satisfied.

2. That is the satisfaction of Heaven – eternally in the presence of God.

3. Our suffering is momentary compared to Heaven.

4. Mother Theresa said, “In light of Heaven, the worst suffering on earth, a life full of the most atrocious tortures on earth, will be seen to be no more serious than one night in an inconvenient hotel.”

The answer to suffering is not an answer at all: It is a Person! – JESUS

1. He Rescues Us From Our Choices That Bring Pain

2. He Gives Us His Presence To Help Us Bear Pain

3. He Provides the Way That God Can Erase Pain

And for that I love Him!

