



REFINING FAITH



    

      Malachi 3:2-4

I. Power of Our Sovereign God

A. Irresistible (2a)

B. Irrevocable (2b-3) His Will

1. ‘He will’ is repeated for emphasis

2. Proverbs 3:12, “For whom the LORD loveth he 
correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he 

delighteth.”

3. Hebrews 12:6, “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth.”

II. Purification of His Saints (2b-3a)

A. Refining Fire

1. Isaiah 48:10, “Behold, I have refined thee, but 
not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace 

of affliction.”

2. Psalm 66:10-12, “For thou, O God, hast proved 
us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. Thou 

broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction 

upon our loins. Thou hast caused men to ride over 

our heads; we went through fire and through water: 

but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.”
B. Launderer’s Soap

1. Revelation 3:19, “As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”

2. Laundry was trampled in soapy water
C. Objects

1. ‘Sons of Levi’ – priests

2. We are His priests

3. Hebrews 12:6 ABOVE

III. Pleasing Sacrifices (3b-4)

A. Righteous Offering

1. Pure lives

2. Zechariah 13:9, “And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refine them as silver is 

refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they 

shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will 

say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD 

is my God.”

3. Pure works

B. ‘As Before’

1. Early years as a believer

2. Early church

