


COMPELLED TO WRITE




    (Purpose of the Letter)





Jude 3-4

I. ORIGINAL PURPOSE
A. Common Salvation

1. common property of all believers

2. John 3:3, “Except a man be born again, he cannot
See the kingdom of God.”

II. OVERRIDING PURPOSE
A. ‘needful’ – root ‘to compress’

1. same expression where Jesus “must needs go through Samaria”

John 4:4

2. same expression “Christ must needs have suffered” Acts 17:3

3. there was an inner compulsion  2 Peter 1:21, “but holy men of

    God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

B. exhortation – verb form of ‘paraclete’/ called alongside. Jude says

that he has been called alongside to help, to urge to…

1. earnestly contend for the faith

a. ‘earnestly contend’ – a vigorous, intense, determined,

struggle to defeat the opposition

2. ‘faith’ – whole body of God’s truth ‘once and for all’ given

to the saints

a. God’s written Word – no new revelation

3. How do we contend for the faith?

a. know God’s word – 1 Peter 3:15

b. live God’s word – Phil. 2:15

c. share God’s word – 2 Tim. 4:2

III. REASON FOR THE OVERRIDE
A. Apostates – means ‘falling away’

1. crept in unawares – ‘came in a side door’

a.  mouth professors, but not heart possessors

b. 1 Tim. 4:1, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in

    the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving

    heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”

c. 2 Peter 2:1, “But there were false prophets also among

    the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 

    you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even

    denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon

    themselves swift destruction.”

2. before ordained to this condemnation – (vs. 14-15)

3. ungodly men – w/out a reverential fear of God

4. turned the grace of God into a license for sin

a. Titus 2:11-12, “For the grace of God that bringeth 

salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that,

       denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should

       live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;”

b. Apostasy is characterized by rejection of God’s Word

5. Deny the Lord

a. 1 John 2:22-23, “Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus

 is the Christ? He is antichrist that denieth the Father

 and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same 

 hath not the Father:”



Progression – absence of any real reverence for God and His Word;

 then a twisting of the doctrine of grace into an excuse for sin; and

 at last an open denial of the Son of God as Savior and Lord.

Titus 1:16, “They profess that they know God; but in works they

 deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every

 good work reprobate.”

