BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS

Galatians 6:1-5

I. A Matter of Relationship (vs. 1)

A. Guarding the Brethren

1. ‘A man’ – indicates actually a certain man, referring back to the word ‘Brethren’

2. ‘Trespass’ (or fault) is a word indicating willful sin

3. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

B. Guidelines for Believers

1. Required to walk with God

a. Meekness

b. Strength against temptation

2. Restoration is the Goal

II. A Matter of Obedience (vs. 2)

A. Law of Christ

1. ‘Love one another’ – 13X in NT

2. John 13:34

3. John 15:12

4. Romans 13:8

5. 1 Thess. 4:9

6. 1 Peter 1:22

B. Love in Action

1. Bearing another’s burdens

2. Down and dirty ministry

III. A Matter of Selflessness (vs. 3-5)

A. Self-estimation

1. Romans 12:3, “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith”

B. Self-examination

1. Let him examine himself and his conduct by the words and example of Christ; and if he find that they bear this touchstone, then he shall have rejoicing in himself alone, feeling that he resembles his Lord and Master, and not in another—not derive his consolation from comparing himself with another who may be weaker, or less instructed than himself.
C. All must answer for themselves, not for their neighbors. And every man must expect to be dealt with by God, as his character and conduct have been. The greater offenses of another will not excuse our smaller offenses. Every man must give account of himself to God.

