Three Examples of the Mind of Christ

 (2:17-30)

I. Paul (17-18)

A. Dedication – if I be offered – ‘drink offering’

1. Sacrifice of faith

2. Service of faith

B. Glorification –‘I joy’

1. Paul rejoices

2. Philippians rejoice

II. Timothy (19-24)

A. Submissive

1. Sent by Paul

2. Fulfill any task

B. Servant-hearted

1. Likeminded – ‘same-souled’

2. Contrast to majority of others

C. Faithful

1. Evident proof

2. As a son w/the father

3. At the service of Paul whatever the circumstance

III. Epaphroditus (25-30)

A. Description

1. Brother

2. Companion in labor

3. Fellow soldier

4. Philippian ‘messenger’ – (pastor)?

a. A delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders

b. Specifically applied to the twelve apostles of Christ

c. In a broader sense applied to other eminent Christian teachers

1. Of Barnabas

2. Of Timothy and Silvanus

5. Minister to Paul – ‘servant’

B. Example

1. Tenderness (26)

2. Suffering (26b-27a)

3. Submissive (28a)

C. Worthy of honor – prized, precious, valued

1. For the work of Christ

2. For the service to Paul

