

PRAISE OF GOD OR PRAISE OF MAN




   Matthew 6:1-8; 16-18
I. Giving that is not Ostentatious (1-4)

A. Hypocrites – actor on stage; wearing a mask

1. Sound a trumpet – hyperbole – calling 

attention

2. To be seen by men

B. Humility

1. ‘Right hand – left hand’ – confidentiality

2. Father sees and rewards

3. Not a promise of riches

II. Praying that is not Presumptuous (5-8)

A. Showy Prayers

1. ‘Stand’ – permanent fixation

2. To be seen of men – their reward

B. Wordy Prayers

1. Meaningless repetition

a. Model Prayer – most repeated prayer 

w/out meaning

2. We are not informing God of anything

3. We will not pressure God into anything

III. Fasting that is not Pretentious (16-18)

A. Hypocritical Scheming – to be seen as spiritual

B. Humble Sacrifice

1. Act normally

2. Receive true reward

