

          TO FORGIVE IS DIVINE



                   Matthew 6:14-15

3 Questions to Consider about Forgiveness

I. Are You a Forgiving Person?

A. Test

1. Does the memory of a hurt still stir up 

pain?

2. If the person who caused you pain were 

beside you in church, could you worship 

God with a rejoicing heart?

B. Those who cannot forgive are making a statement 

about their spiritual condition

II. Which is Harder: Forgiveness or Unforgiveness?

A. Physical & Psychological effects of bitterness

B. Forgiveness causes pain, but spares later pain

C. Illus: Corrie Ten Boom & Ringing the Bell

III. Is Forgiveness Conditional?

A. God’s forgiveness does not depend on ours

1. We cannot earn forgiveness, or salvation, 

by what we do

2. He is not petty (I won’t forgive unless 

you do)

B. Only forgiven people can truly forgive

1. Forgiving means forgetting

2. Heb. 8:12, “For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their 

lawless deeds I will remember no more.”
C. God Can Help us Forgive

1. Keep in mind what God has done for you

2. Keep things in perspective (our sins)
3. God can give power when we feel weak
Illus: Ribbons of forgiveness
