

STRAIGHTENING OUT THE MONEY CRUNCH





Matthew 6:19-24

I. The Command (19-21)

A. Negative

1. What is not condemned

a. Possession of goods and riches

b. Saving for the future

c. Hard work which results in provision for family

2. What Is Condemned

a. An insatiable appetite for treasure

b. Putting trust & confidence in treasure

B. Positive

1. We should pursue things of eternal value

2. 2 Corinthians 4:18, “while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. 

For the things which are seen are temporary, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.”
3. An honest examination of our deepest desires will 
reveal what our treasures are.
4. Colossians 3:1-2, “If then you were raised with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where Christ is, 

sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on 

things above, not on things on the earth”
II. The Comparison (22-23)

A. Vision that is Correct

1. ‘Light’ – figuratively, what is good

2. ‘Single’ – singleness of purpose; clear

3. The correct vision is that which is clearly focused on 

eternal things

B. Vision that is Corrupt

1. ‘Evil’ – unhealthy

2. Figuratively (here), the eye is focused on unhealthy 

things

3. If one has an unhealthy focus on something that could 

be good (here, wealth), then that good thing causes evil, 

and leads the person into darkness.

III. The Conclusion (24)

A. A Choice to be Made

1. Who or what will we serve?

2. 1 Kings 18:21 – Elijah

3. Joshua 24:15 – ‘Me and my house’

B. A Cost to be Paid

1. Either choice has its cost

2. Eternal things – less temporal riches

3. Temporal things – less eternal riches

4. Which is the greater loss? 

a. Temporal things of earth

b. Eternal things of Heaven

