DISCIPLINE OR PRUNING?

John 15:1-2

I. The Cause of Discipline
A. The Process of Discipline – “What is it?”
1. Cutting off branches that bear no fruit

2. Not an argument for losing one’s salvation

a. The branch is “in Me (Jesus)”

i. The analogy of the vine demands this description in order to be clear

ii. Do not push the analogy farther than it should go

iii. i.e.: every detail does not have some mystical or spiritual meaning

b. Scripture elsewhere affirms that God is holding us; we cannot EVER become lost again.
i. “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish—ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. 
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” John 10:28-29 (HCSB)

ii. “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have (possess perpetually) eternal life.” John 3:16 (HCSB)
3. Cut off from:
a. Advantages of the Vine

b. Blessings of the Vine

c. Communication with the Vine

B. The Practice of Discipline – “How does it happen?”
1. Letting us go our own way – and reap the consequences of those choices

2. Examples:

a. Prodigal son in Luke 15

b. Prophet Jonah (spent the night on a foam-blubber mattress)

C. The Promise of Discipline

1. GOD STILL LOVES US - “Do not despise the Lord’s instruction, my son,  and do not loathe His discipline; for the Lord disciplines the one He loves,  just as a father, the son he delights in.” Proverbs 3:11-12 (HCSB)

2. GOD DISCIPLINES US SO WE WILL BEAR FRUIT - “Endure it as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there whom a father does not discipline? 
But if you are without discipline—which all receive—then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 
Furthermore, we had natural fathers discipline us, and we respected them. Shouldn’t we submit even more to the Father of spirits and live? 
For they disciplined us for a short time based on what seemed good to them, but He does it for our benefit, so that we can share His holiness. 
No discipline seems enjoyable at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it yields the fruit of peace and righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” Hebrews 12:7-11 (HCSB)
II. The Care of Pruning

A. The Process of Pruning

1. We are already fruitful (vs. 2b), but God as the wise gardener wants us to produce much fruit (vs. 8)

2. Trimming off excess (showy) growth that does not contribute to fruit

3. God wants substance, not show

B. The Practice of Pruning

1. Examples: 
a. Church at Jerusalem – scattered by persecution; carried the gospel to the known world

b. Phillip – sent from a great revival to a desert road to witness to one man; gospel was carried by him to a completely new region

2. It comes in different forms
a. Persecution

b. Challenging instructions

c. A new conviction over matters

d. Suffering

III. The Choice of Every Believer

NEWSFLASH: Discipline and Pruning often look like the same thing!

How do you tell the difference?

A. Disobey and Choose Discipline

1. Usually harsher

2. Brings us to the place to begin again – start over

B. Obey and Choose Pruning

1. Still can be painful

2. Yields a greater amount & quality of fruit

3. Opens the door to greater blessing

WHAT WILL YOU CHOOSE???
· Is God disciplining you? 
Is there a pattern of sin?

Is there a pattern of unfruitfulness?

· Repent, submit to God’s correction, and begin living in a pattern of obedience

· Is God pruning you?

God has revealed no sin.

Keeping our commitment to obey will cause us pain.

· Respond in faith, trust that God knows what is best for you, and utilize the benefits of being connected to the vine (draw strength, comfort, & grace from Him).

