

    CULTIVATION OF UNITY




Ephesians 4:7-16

The emphasis goes from the church’s unity to


individual diversity, but God uses even that to


bring unity in the Body.

I. Giving of the Gifts (7-11)

A. Christ gives the Gifts

1. Paul alludes to Psalm 68:18, which 

describes a victory parade up Mt. Zion

a. Typically a victorious king would return 

from battle in a great parade, bringing 

back any of his soldiers who were taken 

captive. These were called ‘recaptured 

captives’. 

b. A victorious king would receive gifts 

from those he had conquered; Christ, 

however, gave gifts when He returned 

as the victor.

2. Verse 9-10 alludes to Christ’s humiliation and 

exaltation (see Phil. 2:5-11)

a. ‘Lower parts of the earth’ is euphemism 

for ‘earth’ as compared to ‘heaven’ (see 

Psalm 63:9; Matt. 12:40; Is. 44:23; 

Psalm 139:15; John 313)

b. Christ descended to earth, won the victory 

over death, then ascended to Heaven leading 

a host of freed captives (us) and providing 

them gifts from the spoils of victory!

B. Gifts to the Church

1. Apostles – divinely appointed representative 

(Matt. 10:1-4)

2. Prophets – Proclaims the Word of God (before 

complete revelation)

3. Evangelists – Winning the lost to Christ

4. Pastor-Teachers – Shepherd, feeder, protector

II. Guidance for the Gifts (12)

A. Equipping of Saints

B. Edifying of the Body

III. Goal of the Gifts (13-16)

A. Christ likeness (13)

1. Perfect, or complete

2. Measure up to the fullness of Christ

B. Stability (14)

1. Knowledge

2. Conviction

C. Truth joined with Love (15)

1. Truth w/out love is brutality

2. Love w/out truth is hypocrisy

D. Cooperation (16)

1. We belong to each other

2. We affect each other

3. We need each other

