FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS

Esther 4:13-16

I. Times of Notable Wickedness

A. Chronology

1. Ahashuerus is the Xerxes I of history (464-485 B.C.)

2. It is 103 years after King Neb of Babylon took Israel into captivity

3. It is 54 years after Zerubbabel led some Jews back to Jerusalem

B. Characteristics

1. It is a time of great wickedness

2. Xerxes, in a 6-month-long drunken party, wants to show off his wife to his buddies

3. When she refuses, he promptly divorces her and looks for another

4. To choose another wife, he holds a year-long beauty contest

5. Drunkenness, sexual immorality, no sanctity in marriage, outright selfishness

II. Esther – A Notable Woman

A. Courage

1. Esther is also a Jew; the Jews are to be killed. She is willing to reveal her nationality to risk saving the others

2. To go in before the king unbidden was against the law

B. Conviction

1. She was a believer

2. She was willing to risk her life for the benefit of God’s people

III. Mothers – A Notable Influence

A. Susannah Wesley

1. Prayed for all 19 children every day

2. Two sons became notable ministers & founders of the Methodist Church

B. Mary Washington, mother of George Washington

1. A French General once said of her, “It is not surprising that America should produce great men, since she can produce great mothers.”

2. The memorandum in which she wrote all her maxims of religion and morality was one of his most valued treasures.

C. Nancy Lincoln, mother of Abraham Lincoln

1. Each Sunday she would sit and read to him from the Bible, especially the Ten Commandments.

2. As she lay dying, she said to Abe, “I’m going to leave you now, and I shall not return. I want you to be kind to your father and live as I have taught you. Love your Heavenly Father and keep His commandments.”

