                             CALLED TO SERVE GOD

                                   Matthew 16:24-28

                         (A Purpose to Live For – Ministry)

What matters is not the duration of your life, but the donation of it. Now how long you lived, but how you lived. 

I. Surrender of Our Lives (24)

A. Attitude of Self-Denial

1. Emphatic verb used here meaning ‘to deny utterly’

2. This depth of denial means to live without a single thread of self-centered thought, devoted exclusively to Jesus and His work.

B. Action of Cross-Bearing

1. Christ’s mission was His sacrificial death on the cross

2. Shoulder the responsibility of ministry that Christ has prepared for you.

II. Investment of Our Lives (25-26)

A. Composition of the Investment

1. Physical life is not in view here, but life’s fulfillment in the next world.

2. Our investment pays in true quality of life now and full reward in eternity.

B. Calculation of the Investment

1. Consider this life and it’s wealth compared to eternity

2. What would you give up to please God then?

3. Lot’s of “if only’s” will be uttered then

III. Reward of Our Lives (27-28)

A. Reward for Our Stewardship

1. Scripture makes it very clear that there are differing degrees of reward for believers, based on their stewardship of life’s opportunities.

2. Matt. 25:14-30; Romans 2:6; 1 Cor. 3:13; 2 Cor. 5:10; Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:23-25; Rev. 2:23; Rev. 22:12

B. Resurrection Foreshadowed

1. Refers to the coming Transfiguration, which is itself a foreshadowing of Christ’s victorious resurrection.

2. Jesus’ followers would not be without purpose or hope. They would be the tools the King would use to bring about the explosive growth of His Kingdom over the next few decades. 

