                          EXPERIENCING LIFE TOGETHER

                                          Romans 12:4-5

                          (A People to Live With – Fellowship)

I. In Real Fellowship People Experience Authenticity

A. Being real, transparent

B. 1 John 1:7-8 (NIV), “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

C. Real fellowship occurs when nothing is hidden

II. In Real Fellowship People Experience Mutuality

A. The Art of Giving and Receiving

B. 1 Corinthians 12:24-26 (NIV), “But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”

C. Sharing relationships

D. Sharing responsibilities

E. Sharing our lives

III. In Real Fellowship People Experience Sympathy

A. Genuine sympathy is entering into and sharing the pain of others.

B. Every time you offer understanding and affirm someone’s feelings you build fellowship. Where else should this happen but in the church?

C. 1 Corinthians 12:26 above

IV. In Real Fellowship People Experience Mercy

A. Fellowship is a place of grace, where mistakes aren’t rubbed in, but rubbed out.

B. We all need mercy because we all stumble and fall and need help getting up.

C. Colossians 3:13 (NIV), “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
