THE FELLOWSHIP OF LOVE

John 17:20-26; Luke 15
We are to experience the same love Christ had with His Father within our relationships in the Family of God. – John 17:20-26

Proverbs 4:23 (NIV), “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”  

When we are busy doing things for God and yet we neglect time with God, the relationship falters. When our relationship with God falters, there is turbulence in the church.

There are three ways we can lose the fellowship of love:

I. Parable of the Lost Sheep – Distraction

A. Tendency of sheep

1. Sheep are easily distracted

2. They need a shepherd to watch over them

B. What can distract us?

1. ‘Work’ for God’s church

2. Family pressures

3. Work issues

4. Allurement of the world

5. Lusts of the flesh

II. Parable of the Lost Coin – Carelessness

A. Money is something to be responsible with

B. Losing hard-earned money is careless and irresponsible

C. The above statements also apply to love and fellowship

D. How can we be careless?

1. Not valuing what we already have

2. Not valuing each individual

3. Taking God and people for granted

III. Parable of the Lost Son – By Choice

A. When we choose to disobey God

B. When we choose to overlook sin

1. In ourselves

2. In the body of Christ

Jesus told the church at Ephesus in Rev. 2:4-5 (NIV), “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.”

If we have left our first, original, fresh love and walk with God, our need is to:

1. REPENT!

2. Do the first works = what we did at first to maintain relationship and fellowship

A. Stay Focused (Distraction)

1. On relationship with God

2. On relationship with others

B. Be Careful (Careless)

1. Realize and value what you already have

2. Be thankful

C. Be Obedient (Choice)

1. Always follow God – even when it hurts or costs

2. Always reject sin

