FOUR-DIMENSIONAL CHURCH GROWTH

Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8

Jesus promised to build His church. "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  Matthew 16:15-18 (NIV)

Church Growth has four basic dimensions:

I. Numerical Growth

A. An increase of people over a given period of time.

B. Acts 2:41 (NIV), “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”

C. Our focus isn’t solely about numbers, but Jesus died for all people; every single one of them. And He desires that great numbers of them be reached with the gospel.

II. Spiritual Transformation

A. The Great Commission is about spiritual transformation

1. Making Disciples

2. ‘Teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.’

3. This includes:

a. Evangelizing the lost

b. Scriptural baptism by immersion (also denotes assimilating them into the life of a local church)

c. Continual instruction in and practice of the faith until they are transformed into the image of Christ.

B. Growth here is both numerical and spiritual

1. Acts 2:42-47 (NIV), “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

III. Kingdom Advancement

A. The only growth the Bible notes is growth in the Kingdom of God

1. ‘All Nations’

2. Format is given in Acts 1:8

a. Jerusalem - Near

b. Judea - Neighboring

c. Samaria - Neglected

d. Uttermost – Next, next, next…

B. The local church is God’s agent in the world to spread His Kingdom

1. Local church is made up of people – US!

2. Paul planted local churches

3. Apostles mostly wrote letters to local churches

4. Church growth is simply an outgrowth of doing Kingdom work.

IV. Ministry Expansion

A. Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1. Every believer is given spiritual gifts for ministry

2. The filling of the Spirit provides the power to use these gifts effectively

B. Levels of Maturity

1. As believers mature, they become more sensitive to the needs of people around them.

2. Mature and sensitive believers will find ministry opportunities through which they can serve others and build God’s Kingdom.

