FOUR PILLARS OF LAY MINISTRY

Romans 12:1-8

“What does it take to turn an audience into an army?”

I. Every Believer Is A Minister

A. Created for Ministry (Ephesians 2:10) “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

B. Saved for Ministry (2 Timothy 1:9) “who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.”
C. Called into Ministry (1 Peter 2:9-10) “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

D. Gifted for Ministry (1 Peter 4:10) “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.”
E. Authorized for Ministry (Matthew 28:18-20) “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

F. Commanded to Minister (Mathew 20:26-28) “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
G. Needed for Ministry (1 Corinthians 12:27) “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
H. Accountable for Ministry (Colossians 3:23-24) “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
II. Every Ministry Is Important

A. No little people, no little places

B. 1 Corinthians 12:18-22 (NIV), “But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!"  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable.”

III. We Are Dependant On Each Other

A. Like a jigsaw puzzle, every piece is required to complete the puzzle.

B. Interdependence & mutuality

1. Love One Another (John 13:34-35)

2. Comfort One Another (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7)

3. Bear One Another’s Burdens (Galatians 6:1-8)

4. Accept One Another (Romans 14:1-7; 15:7-9)

5. Encourage One Another (1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 10:23-25)

6. Pray for One Another (James 5:13-16)

7. Be Truthful to One Another (Colossians 3:9-11)

IV. Ministry Is the Expression of Your S.H.A.P.E.

A. Spiritual Gifts

B. Heart

C. Abilities

D. Personality

E. Experience

