Give Me Liberty AND Give Me Death

Romans 14:1-23

Liberty is worth fighting for on a national level, but not in the church. Most often, it is like this:

Believe as I believe, no more, no less;

That I am right, and no one else, confess;

Feel as I feel, think only as I think;

Eat what I eat, and drink but what I drink;

Look as I look, do always as I do;

Then, and only then, will I fellowship with you.

Verses 1-12 explain the law of Liberty

I. Receive One Another (verse 1) because we:

II. Impact One Another (verse 7)

4 Principles to Build Unity

I. Never Be A Source of Stumbling (13-15)

A. Determination (vs. 13)

1. Deliberate act of refraining

2. I will keep opinions to myself

3. I will consider my actions beforehand

B. Destruction (vs. 15)

II. Live as citizens of the Kingdom of God (16-18)

A. Kingdom Concerns

B. Christ comes first

III. Actively Pursue What Benefits Others (19-20)

A. Edification

1. Building up, not tearing down

2. James 1:19 (NIV), “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”

B. Consideration

1. Is your liberty worth destroying the work of God in another person?

2. Is it worth causing another pain?

IV. Do Everything With A Clear Conscience (22-23)

A. Exercise your liberty privately if not convicted by conscience

B. Do not act against your conscience or convictions

“Let me enjoy my liberties in Christ, but let me also be willing to die to self for the sake of others.”

