                   HOW TO SCHEDULE A VISIT WITH GOD

                                          Isaiah 64:1-8

“Lord, why don’t you visit your people and bless them?”

Isaiah’s desire was to witness a visible and dramatic manifestation of God’s power and presence. He knew what God had done in the past (Egypt). He was tired of the mess God’s people were in (63:17-19). He was tired of the common acceptance of their situation. Isaiah has been reviewing a tragic past and he believed that it didn’t have to be like that – God’s presence would have changed everything!

Do we have that same desire that Isaiah had so long ago?

Do we desire to see God visit us in our situation?

Do we desire the miracle-working power of God to intervene on our behalf?

What stands between us and the miracle-working power of God?

I. Uncleanness (verses 5b-6)

A. Patterns or Habits of Sin -  ‘we continue’

B. Fleshly Good Works – ‘OUR righteousness’

C. Both combine to ‘dry us out’ spiritually (6b) “fade as a leaf” so that we are at the mercy, or control, of our fleshly desires. “Our iniquities have carried us away”

D. ILLUS:  Israel defeated at Ai (Joshua 7:1-5). Sin in the camp made them unclean. These ‘small sins’ will defeat us spiritually.

II. Unconcern (verse 7a) – a lack of concern for the things of God

A. For His Person

B. For His Kingdom

C. For His Mission

D. We are stirred about sports, money, politics, family, etc.

E. We should be stirred up about Jesus and His purposes for our lives.

F. ILLUS:  Pharisees – more concerned about their image and political standing. Jesus pronounced ‘woe’ on them numerous times. 

III. Unyieldedness (verse 8)

A. A Stiff, Calloused mindset towards God and people

B. When clay is pliable it can be shaped into something useful.

C. ILLUS:  Lighthouse and Battleship

So then, how do we create an atmosphere wherein God will visit us? How do we “schedule a visit” from God?

Isaiah 66:2b gives the answer:

1. Contrite, broken, repentant

a. Luke 18:13-14 (parable of Pharisee and tax collector) “God be merciful to me a sinner”

b. 1 John 1:9

2. Submissive to God’s Word

a. It’s Authority

b. Be Obedient

