IT’S ALL IN THE CHURCH

Ephesians 1:22-23

I. A Purpose to Live For (Ministry)

A. Service

1. We were shaped for serving God

2. 1 Corinthians 3:5 (NIV), “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task.”

3. The church provides avenues through which we can serve God

B. Example

1. Benevolence – Acts 4:34-35

2. Teaching – Acts 11:25-26

II. A People to Live With (Fellowship)

A. Community

1. Romans 12:5 (NIV), “In Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”

2. Real fellowship is experiencing life together. 

3. This is emphasized by the ‘one another’ command found in the New Testament.

B. Example

1. Early church in Acts

2. Were always together; were always seeking opportunities to be together.

3. Hebrews 10:25 (NIV), “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

III. Principles to Live By (Discipleship)

A. Spiritual Growth

1. Romans 8:29 (NIV), “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”

2. We are to grow to spiritual maturity with an aim to be like Christ.

B. Example

1. Acts 11:25-26 (NIV), “Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”

IV. A Profession to Live Out (Evangelism)

A. Witnessing

1. Luke 19:10 (NIV), “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

2. John 17:18 (NIV), “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”

3. Matthew 28:18-20

B. Example

1. Paul’s testimony shared on numerous occasions

2. The church trains and provides the resources and accountability to enable us to be better witnesses.

V. A Power to Live On (Worship)

A. Focus on God

1. Romans 6:13 (NIV), “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”

2. Worship is our offering of ourselves to God

3. As we surrender to Him, we are filled with His power to live and serve.

B. Example

1. Early church – several references to their worship & prayer leading to filling of the Holy Spirit and then great power for service.

2. The church meets regularly for worship.

