                WHAT IT WILL TAKE TO ACCOMPLISH GOD’S VISION

                                                Romans 11:33-12:1

“God’s Kingdom will not be built with spare time and pocket change.”

I. Sacrificial Love

A. Love for One Another

1. Ephesians 5:21 (NIV), “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

2. Hebrews 13:17 (NIV), “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.”
3. John 13:34-35 (NIV), "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

B. Love for the Lost

1. Luke 19:10 (NIV), “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

2. John 20:21 (NIV), “Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
II. Sacrificial Giving

A. Patterned after God

1. Christ was freely & willingly given

2. Ultimate sacrifice

B. Purpose-Driven Giving

1. Planned tithe

2. Planned offerings

3. Our pattern is 2 Cor. 9:6-8 (NIV), “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
4. Luke 6:38 (NIV), “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

III. Sacrificial Service

A. Giving of Ourselves

1. Time

2. Talents

3. Our best, not leftovers

B. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV), “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

So: Romans 13:11-14 (NIV), “And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”

Because: Romans 14:11-12 (NIV), “It is written: `As surely as I live,' says the Lord, `every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.' So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.”

