THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE: RELATIVISM

John 14:6; Sel. Scriptures

I. The Truth About Relativism

A. Opposite of the belief in absolute moral truth

1. "A theory that knowledge is relative to the limited nature of the mind and the conditions of knowing; a view that ethical truths depend on the individuals and groups holding them" (Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10th edition).

2. "Ours is an age in which 'conclusions' are arrived at by distributing questionnaires to a cross-section of the population or by holding a microphone before the lips of casually selected passers-by in the street...In the sphere of religious and moral thinking we are rapidly heading for a state of intellectual anarchy in which the difference between truth and falsehood will no longer be recognized. Indeed, it would seem possible that the words true and false will eventually (and logically) be replaced by the words likable and dislikable." -- Harry Blamires, The Christian Mind: How Should a Christian Think?

B. Has been with us through the ages

1. Judges 17:6, “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes”

2. John 18:37-38a, “Pilate therefore said to Him,  Are You a king then? Jesus answered,  You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice. Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”
C. Has become the dominant view of truth in our age

1. “Nothing is more certain in modern society than the principle that there are no absolutes. All concepts are relative.” – Fred M. Vinson, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

2. See ‘relativism today’ on fact sheet

II. What the Bible Says About Truth

A. God is the source of ultimate truth

1. Text above

2. Psalm 31:5, “You have redeemed me, O LORD God of truth”
3. John 16:13, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come”
B. God’s Truth is real, complete, and unchanging

1. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8).

2. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy one is understanding" (Proverbs 9:10).

C. Relativism has short- and long-term consequences

1. "The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness..." (Romans 1:18-32).

2. "But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile" (Romans 2:8-9).

III. How Christians Should Respond

A. Learn from God by Studying Truth

1. 2 Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”

B. Imitate God by Walking in Truth

1. John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

C. Honor God by Contending for the Truth

1. Witness

2. Be vocal about today’s issues

a. Gambling

b. War

c. The family

d. Religion

