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Studies in 1 Corinthians

Session 3 – Community: Church Members Need To Value One Another

(1 Corinthians 11:2 – 14:40)

I. Show Genuine Respect (1 Cor. 11:2 – 12:30)

A. Keep Worship Worshipful (11:2-16)

1. Why did Paul praise the Corinthian Christians?

2. Does verse 16 mean that Paul was giving in to those who disagreed with him? Why?

3. How would you summarize what these verses teach about worship?

4. Many churches in this century are made up of believers from diverse backgrounds in education, culture, race, tradition, and philosophy. How might these differences hinder purposeful worship?

B. Keep the Lord’s Supper Special (11:17-34)

1. Why did Paul here refuse to praise the Corinthian Christians?

2. Why should Christians examine their lives before taking part in the Lord’s Supper?

3. Why do you have difficulty showing respect to some Christians?

C. Keep Spiritual Gifts Biblical and Practical (12:1-15, 27-30)

1. What spiritual gifts are listed in these verses?

2. To what is the church compared? Is this appropriate?

3. How do you acknowledge the value of others’ spiritual gifts?

II. Express Christian Love (1 Cor. 12:31 – 14:40)

A. Testing Christian Love (12:31 – 13:13)

1. How many characteristics of love does this passage give?

2. Why does this passage on love give such prominence to tongues, prophecy, and knowledge?

3. Of the characteristics of love, which is the most important? Why?

B. Demonstrating Christian Love (14:1-40)

1. Love Strengthens (14:1-19)

a. What two spiritual gifts does this passage emphasize?

b. How do they strengthen the church?

2. Love Promotes Spiritual Growth (14:20-36)

a. In essence, what does 1 Corinthians 14 teach about tongues?

b. How can you use your gifts to help others grow spiritually?

3. Love Leads to Orderliness (14:37-40)

a. What condition is given on using spiritual gifts?

b. How can you use your spiritual gifts properly?

