THOSE WHO KNOW GOD CAN HAVE CONFIDENCE BEFORE HIM

1 John 3:19-24

I. The Practice That Brings Confidence (verse 19)

A. Summary of preceding verses

B. A life of high moral character and good deeds growing out of our commitment to Christ

1. Shows that we are of the truth

2. Gives us confidence before God

II. The Process That Restores Confidence (verses 20-21)

A. When we fail in the above practice our hearts condemn us (conviction)

B. God sees our hearts, and our desire to please Him, and does not condemn us

1. Romans 7:14-21

2. Romans 7:22-25

C. We can silence our condemning hearts by:

1. Confession of sin (1 John 1:9)

2. Resting in the fact that God does not condemn us

D. This, then, brings peace and confidence before God (21)

III. The Practical Benefits of Confidence (verses 22-24a)

A. Confidence in Prayer – habitual experience of answered prayer

B. Confidence in Practice – habitual lifestyle of obedience

C. Confidence in Possession – habitual security in Christ

