THOSE WHO KNOW GOD MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS GOD HAS LOVED US

1 John 4:7-12


I. Exhortation to Love (verses 7-8)

A. Source of Love

1. Creation in the image of God

2. Shed abroad in our hearts through the Spirit

B. Seed of Love

1. Unregenerate man can love, but not in the fullest sense

2. Real love includes certain characteristics

a. Obedience (John 14:15), “If you love Me, keep My commandments”
b. Sacrifice (John 10:11), “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep”
c. Faith (3:23)

II. Explanation of Love (verses 9-10)

A. Life comes from the Son

1. Spiritual Life

2. Temporal Life

B. Love covers our Sins

1. Propitiation – ‘mercy seat’

2. His blood covers our sins

3. Matthew 26:28, “For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins”
4. Hebrews 9:22, “…without shedding of blood there is no remission”
III. Expression of Love (verses 11-12)

A. Based on God’s Love

1. ‘If – we’ comparison

2. ‘So’ – speaks of degree or extent

B. Demonstrated in our Life

1. Loving one another

2. ‘Perfected’ – accomplished; consummated

