                                  A WORTHY INSTRUMENT

                                         2 Timothy 2:20-26

I. The Making of a Worthy Instrument (20-21)

A. Metaphor of the Church

1. Vessels of Honor

a. Actually, honorable practices

b. Faithful, mature Christians

2. Vessels of dishonor

a. Actually, dishonorable practices

b. Worldly or carnal Christians

c. Both good and bad are found in the ‘Great House’, the household of faith

B. Motivation for Cleansing

1. ‘The latter’ is twofold:

a. The last part of the previous injunction in verse 19

b. ‘Iniquity’, or sin

c. The last category of vessels in the church metaphor

d. Vessels of dishonor

e. ‘Do not associate with them’

f. The sentence construction allows for both

2. Vessel of Honor

a. Set apart

b. Useful

c. Prepared for good works

II. The Maintaining of a Worthy Instrument (22)

A. Intense Flight

1. Youthful Lusts – immature desires

2. To be noticed

3. To be praised

4. The type of immaturity that would breed the vain and idle babbling of verse 16 and the foolish and ignorant disputes of verse 23.

B. Intense Following

1. 1 Timothy 6:11-12a (NIV), “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith.”

2. Literally ‘Be constantly pursuing’

3. Along with like-minded vessels of honor (Fellowship-accountability)

III. The Ministry of a Worthy Instrument

A. Pastoral Care

1. Gentle care and counseling

2. ‘Able’, learned instruction

B. Patient Correction

1. A continual pursuit of those who are in error

2. The task is to correct error that leads to destruction

3. ‘Come to their senses’ carries the meaning of a drunk becoming sober and realizing his mistakes

