                       GOAL OF THE WARRIOR

                                2 Timothy 2:3-10

I. Endurance of a Soldier (3-4)

A. Persistence

1. ‘Endure hardship’

2. Actually, ‘share with us in suffering’

B. Preparation

1. Disciplined focus on the goal

2. Determined avoidance of distractions

II. Obedience of an Athlete (5)

A. Running the Race

1. Athletics requires training and discipline

2. Athletics requires a single-minded focus on the goal

B. Recognizing the Requirements

1. Certain things are required

2. Certain things are prohibited

III. Dependency of a Farmer (6)

A. Producer

1. His work is to produce a harvest

2. Certain things are required

B. Partaker

1. In spite of the farmer’s work, the harvest comes from God

2. The essential ingredients for a good crop come from God

Consider the example of Jesus (vs. 7-8)

‘Remember’ – Psalm 78:10-11 (NIV), “They did not keep God's covenant and refused to live by his law.  They forgot what he had done, the wonders he had shown them.”

1. Seed of David – Obedience of an Athlete (followed the rules)

2. Raised from the dead – Dependency of a Farmer (Depended on the Father)

3. According to my gospel – Endurance of a soldier (Gospel accounts of what Jesus endured)

Why did Jesus and Paul do these things? What was their goal?

Verse 10 – People will be saved

