                                                MAKE IT COUNT

                                                 2 Timothy 2:1-4

Colossians 3:17 (HCSB), “And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

Whatever we do for the Lord Jesus must be done with sincere fervency! We may never get a second chance to make a positive impression in some one’s life. Make whatever you do count for Christ and His kingdom!

Here is how to take advantage of your opportunities. Focus on:

I. Sonship and Strength

A. Sonship

1. Timothy was Paul’s son in the faith

a. Paul was a valuable mentor

b. The Christian faith is more caught than taught

2. Timothy was a son of God

a. All the resources of Heaven were at his disposal

b. Son of the King of Kings

B. Strength

1. ‘Be strong’ – “keep on being empowered”

2.  Living constantly in the sphere of strength afforded to us by God’s grace.

3.  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)

II. Discipleship and Disciple-making

A. Discipleship

1. Timothy was a disciple, a student

2. 2 Peter 3:18 (HCSB), “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

B. Disciple-making

1. ‘Commit’ is from same word family as ‘deposit’ and ‘invest’

2. As Timothy was mentored by Paul, so he was to mentor others

3. The clear implication is to instigate a process of multiplication

4. Matthew 28:19-20

III. Endurance and Entanglements

A. Endurance

1. Persevere against opposition

2. Bear up under trying circumstances

3. These are qualities of a good soldier

B. Entanglements

1. Implied here is good things that can become distracting or detrimental

a. Eating

b. Sleeping

c. Pleasure

d. Career

2. A soldier focuses on the things that make him or her a better soldier, and avoids things that would hinder his service to his commander.

