                                     STAYING ON TARGET

                                          2 Timothy 2:14-19

I. An Examination of Motive (14-15a)

A. Arguments about Words

1. Focus on the above-mentioned ‘faithful saying’

2. Simply proclaim the plain truth of the gospel

3. No one is ever argued into Heaven

B. Approval of God

1. We are not seeking to defend a position

2. We are seeking the approval of God

3. We are simply sharers of the truth; God does the convincing

II. An Explanation of our Method (15b)

A. Rightly Dividing

1. ‘Cutting it straight’

2. Handling accurately

B. Rightly Divining

1. ‘Divining’ is seeking the sense or meaning

2. Our Exegesis above is the basis for our theology

3. The teaching of the Bible is our guide

III. An Example of Misinterpretation (16-18)

A. Malignancy of Cancer

1. Malignant means to spread harmfully

2. False teaching pervades everything

B. Mutilation of Faith

1. ‘Overthrow’ – to conquer, vanquish, destroy

2. Literally to ‘turn it over’, over turn

IV. An Expression of our Motivation (19)

A. The Foundation of God

1. 1 Corinthians 3:11 (NIV), “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

2. 1 Corinthians 1:23-24 (NIV), “but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”
B. Some Foundational Truths

1. First quote is a reference to Numbers 16:5 where God knew those in the rebellion of Korah who belonged to Him and would show them to the congregation. (Security)

2. Second quote is a reference to Proverbs 3:7 (NIV), “Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” (Sanctification)

