                                      THE SOLDIER’S MANDATE

                                           (‘Preach the Word’)

                                            2 Timothy 3:16-4:5

I. The Basis of our Mandate (3:16-17)

A. Reliability of Scripture

1. Totality of it – “ALL”

2. Origin of it – theopnustos – “God-breathed”, or spoken

3. Value of it – “Profitable”, or useful

4. Dr. William Evans illustration

B. Preparation of God’s Servants

1. Brings spiritual maturity – “complete”

2. Supplies what we need for ministry

3. Psalm 119: 176 verses structured around 22 letters of Hebrew alphabet that celebrates Scripture. God’s Word is everything from A to Z!

II. The Application of our Mandate (4:1-2)

A. Understanding the Charge

1. Legal language

2. A solemn command in the presence of the governing authority (i.e.: a witness being charged to tell the truth in the presence of a judge)

3. More importantly, we are charged with this task in the presence of the One will judge our faithfulness to the task.

B. Undertaking the Task

1. Urgent Proclamation (2a)

a. When convenient or not

b. Whether popular or not

c. When accepted or not

2. Relevant Proclamation (2b)

a. Those in doubt need convincing

b. Those in sin need rebuking

c. Those who are weary need exhortation

3. Patient Proclamation (2c)

a. Allow the Holy Spirit to work

b. NO manipulation

4. Intelligent Proclamation (2d)

a. ‘Teaching’ (didache’)

b. Instruction; the word conveys ‘breaking down’ something to be easily understood

III. The Urgency of our Mandate (4:3-5)

A. Hardness of Heart

1. ‘They will not endure’

2. ‘They will turn their ears away’

3. When we do not like what we hear, we look for something more palatable

B. Lies of the Enemy

1. There are an abundance (heap up) of false teachers

2. There are an abundance of fables

