                                              UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES

                                                           2 Timothy 3:1-9

‘But know this’ – Understand, or consider the ramifications of what is about to be explained. If we understand Paul’s teaching here, we will not be blind-sided or unduly discouraged by the times. Instead, we will be equipped with a sober realization of the times in which we live and will be able to better accomplish kingdom work within them.

I. Stressful Times (verse 1)

A. Calendar of the Times

1. ‘Last Days’ are the days from Christ’s earthly ministry until His return.

2. Peter on the day of Pentecost quoted Joel’s prophecy that ‘in the last days’ God would pour out His Spirit on all flesh, and declared that this prophecy had been fulfilled. (Acts 2:14-17)

3. Letter to Hebrews asserts that ‘in these last days’ God has spoken to us through His Son. (Hebrews 1:1-2)

4. Timothy is here given instructions on how to live in these last days; not for the future, but for now.

B. Characterization of the Times

1. Word is used in classical Greek of both dangerous wild animals and the raging sea. (perilous, savage, stressful)

2. Only other NT usage is describing the Gadarene demoniacs in Matthew 8:28. (‘Exceedingly fierce’ – NKJV; ‘Violent’ – NIV)

II. Sinful Men (vs. 2-9)

A. What They Are (2-5)

1. All these terms seem to be related to the first characteristic.

2. ‘Lovers of themselves’ (utterly self-centered)

3. People who are self-centered will manifest these characteristics.

4. Self-centered people manufacture their own form of religion, one that satisfies them, but one that leaves out God. (verse 5)

B. What They Do (6-9)

1. Target the Weak

a. Morally weak (6b)

b. Intellectually weak (6a, 7))

c. Not debasing women here. Satan targeted Eve as the weaker vessel also. Here a specific instance of women being targeted by the enemy.

2. Trample the Truth (8)

a. Compared to magicians of Pharoh’s court in Exodus 7:11 who by trickery duplicated the sings of Moses.

b. This makes the evil men here ‘imposters’ and ‘deceivers.’

c. The word disapproved in verse 8 is where we get our word ‘counterfeit’

III. Separation is Commanded (vs. 5b)

A. Strategy of Separation

1. Cannot be a complete avoidance; we would have to leave this world!

2. These are very possibly people within our own churches; they have a ‘form’ of godliness.

3. Do not have close relationships or partnerships with them.

B. Security of Separation

1. Truth will triumph, error will become evident 

2. Matthew 13:24-30 READ

