WORKERS IN THE KINGDOM

2 Timothy 4:9-12

I. A Runaway Worker – Demas

A. Once Profitable

1. Called by Paul a ‘Fellow worker’ with Mark & Luke in Philemon vs. 24

2. Sent greetings with Paul in Colossian letter (Col. 4:14)

B. Now Profitless

1. ‘Forsaken’; deserted, left without justifiable cause

2. Paul’s commentary on this desertion is that Demas ‘loved this present world.’ 

3. Not that he became a heretic or apostate; but probably that he cared more for his own convenience and safety.

II. A Run-of-the-Mill Worker – Crescens

A. No derogatory explanation is given so we assume that he was sent by Paul, or at least left Paul for some other legitimate ministry.

B. Just an every-day Christian doing his job for the kingdom; going where sent, or where there was a need.

III. A Recognized Worker – Titus

A. Called ‘my true son’ by Paul in Titus 1:4

B. Titus is the minister who was charged by Paul to set in order the church on Crete, appointing elders, etc. (See letter to Titus)

C. Again, no derogatory reference is found here by Paul, so we assume that his ministry was over on Crete and that whatever occasioned his trip to Dalmatia had Paul’s blessing.

IV. A Regular Worker – Luke

A. A Regular Companion

1. With Paul during the first imprisonment (Philemon 24)

2. Included in the greeting to the Colossians (above)

3. With Paul through most of the difficult times (‘we’ passages in Acts)

B. A Valuable Companion

1. Called the ‘beloved physician’ in Col. 4:14

2. Most likely ministered to Paul’s ailments during all the journeys

3. It is conjectured that since Luke was a capable writer (Gospel of Luke & Acts) that he may have been the writer of many of Paul’s letters (Paul dictated and Luke wrote).

V. A Restored Worker – Mark

A. Once a Failure

1. Mark had deserted Paul and Barnabas during the first missionary journey (Acts 13).

2. Paul once considered him a deserter and refused to give him another chance. It occasioned Paul and Barnabas parting ways (Acts 15)

B. Now Faithful

1. His time with Barnabas was profitable; he is later with Paul again (Col. 4:10; Philemon 24)

2. Here, Paul says he is ‘useful to me for ministry’, most likely the gospel ministry.

3. John Mark, the one-time missionary dropout, became St. Mark, the great action gospel that emphasizes the Servanthood of the Lord Jesus.

VI. A Representative Worker – Tychicus

A. Represented Paul in His Absence

1. Accompanied Paul on the third missionary journey and preceded him to Troas.

2. He likely carried the letter to the Colossians (Col. 4:7-9)

3. He likely carried the letter to the Ephesians (Eph. 6:21)

4. He most likely would carry the Second letter to Timothy and be his replacement in Ephesus.

B. Represents the Ideal Christian Worker

1. Going where sent

2. Performing his tasks without fanfare

3. Representing the Lord and His work

