TROUBLE FOR GOD’S PEOPLE

Daniel 8:1-27

I. Description of The Vision (vs. 1-14)
A. Setting

1. Third year of King Belshazzar (before ‘handwriting on the wall’ of chapter 5)

2. Location: Shushan, or Susa, by the Ulai River

a. Not an important location in the Babylonian Empire, but would later become one of the royal cities of the Medes & Persians

b. See Nehemiah 1:1, 2:1; Esther 1:2
c. Susa was made the administrative capital of the Persian empire by Darius I in 521 B.C.

B. Ram

1. Two horns, one higher than the other, coming up last

2. Ventured west, north, and south

3. Great strength, none could withstand it

C. Goat

1. Male goat, the male of the species is usually the fiercer of the two

2. Came from the west so swiftly that it did not touch the ground

3. Had a notable, or very large and noticeable, singular horn

4. This goat defeated the ram with no trouble

5. At the height of its greatness the large horn was broken

D. Four Horns

1. Came from the base of the large horn

2. Pointing toward the four directions of the compass (N,S,E,W)

E. Little Horn

1. Grew later from one of the four horns
2. Grew large in the directions south, east, and toward Palestine

F. Actions of the Little Horn (9-14)

1. This little horn even defies God and persecutes His people, causing the regular sacrifices to end for a time

2. He is allowed to amass an army to persecute God’s people “because of transgression” (vs. 12)

3. An angel declares that this terrible state of affairs will last 2,300 days, and then the Temple will be cleansed and restored.

II. Explanation of The Vision (15-27)
A. The Messenger

1. The angel Gabriel, by instruction of a voice from ‘between the banks’ of the river, possibly God Himself

2. Had the appearance of a man

B. Timing of the Events Foretold

1. 3 descriptions describe the timing of the events

a. ‘Time of the end’ (17b)

b. ‘Latter time of the indignation’ (19b)

c. ‘At the appointed time the end shall be’ (19c)

2. Referring to the end of the events foretold here

3. Namely the coming persecution of the Jews by a descendant of the Greecian empire

C. The Vision Explained

1. Ram with two horns is the Medes & Persians (their kingdom)

2. The male goat is the kingdom of Greece

a. The great horn is the first king

b. The four horns that come after the first one is broken is four weaker kingdoms that rise from the ashes of the first

3. Close to the end of their kingdom’s a fierce king will arise (the little horn)

a. He will be a master of deceit

b. He will be supernaturally empowered

c. He will oppose God and His people, the Jews

d. He will be defeated without human intervention

D. The Command to Daniel

1. Assurance – the trouble will last only 2300 days

2. Instruction

a. ‘Seal Up’ does not mean hide away

b. It denotes a means of preservation, to seal it or protect it so that it would be around for later use

c. God would surely want His people to know of their coming troubles

III. Fulfillment of The Vision
A. Antiochus  IV Ephiphanes

1. Fulfills this prophecy to the letter

2. He came from the old Grecian empire

3. He persecuted the Jews

B. Jewish History

1. In 170 B.C. Antiochus had the sitting high priest murdered

2. In 169 B.C. Antiochus looted the temple and murdered some of the Jewish people

3. In 167 B.C. an altar to Zues was set up in the temple and Antiochus personally sacrificed a sow on the Jewish altar

4. After a period of civil revolt led by Judas Maccabeus, Antiochus was defeated and the temple was cleansed and rededicated on December 14, 164 B.C.

5. This is the beginning of the Jewish Feast of Dedication, or Hanukkah (see John 8:22)

a. According to Jewish history, when the temple was rededicated, it required an eight-day ceremony. Only a small container of sacred oil could be found with which to light the lamps in the Temple. By faith the Jews lit the lamps on the first day, and the container of oil never ran out until the last day of the ceremony was completed.

b. In the celebration of Hanukkah, which means dedication, a candle is lit each day for eight days until eight candles are burning, to commemorate this miraculous provision of God.

6. When word of the Jewish revolt and his armies’ defeat came to Antiochus, he proclaimed that Jerusalem would become a common burial place for Jews. As soon as he made this declaration, he was afflicted with an incurable disease. His suffering was unbearable and the stench from his own body was so horrible that he couldn’t stand himself. He died in early 163 B.C.
