

Paul’s Joy in the Progress of the Gospel

(1:12-26)
I. A New Trail Blazed For the Gospel

A. furtherance – ‘to blaze a trail’

1. used to denote a pioneer advance

a. note the sacrifice – my circumstances do not matter,

the progress of the Gospel does

B. Praetorian guard – Imperial Guard of Caesar

1. they were the only soldiers in Italy after the settlement 

of Augustus as Emperor of Rome

2. they knew he was imprisoned for the message of Christ

3. they understood that he was the servant of Christ

C. other places

II. New Boldness has been found by many Christians

A. Paul’s response to imprisonment brought confidence & boldness

B. Paul’s reason for imprisonment brought a new evangelistic zeal

III. A New Emphasis on Preaching Christ has been born

A. those preaching in contention - ‘canvassing for votes’ (15-16)

1. trying to elevate themselves at Paul’s expense (16a)

2. trying to cause Paul more trouble and be rid of him (16b)

B. those preaching in compassion (15b, 17)

1. ‘good will’ – for Christ’s sake (15b)

2. ‘love’ – knowing Paul cared only for the Gospel (17)

a. ‘knowing I am set’ – actually “placed here” (by God)

IV. A New Commitment has been Realized by Paul
A. motives (18-20)

1. whatever the speakers’ motivation, Christ is preached

2. hearing for the Gospel will influence Paul’s release

3. Christ will be proclaimed whatever the outcome of Paul’s life

B. life in general (21-24)

1. statement of purpose  (21)

2. struggle with position (22-24)

C. the sovereignty of God for his life (25-26)

1. Paul to remain for the church

2. Paul to cause rejoicing Christ

