         

Paul’s Prayer For the Philippians

         

Philippians 1:9-11

I. Prays for their heart “love to abound” (9)

A. ‘agape’ – sacrificial love w/no direct object

1. Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

a. lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?”

b. Jesus said, “Which…was a neighbor?”

c. No boundaries to a Christian’s neighborhood

B. ‘to abound’

1. be present in abundance

2. ‘yet more and more’- and still building

C. Knowledge

1. not based on emotion

2. not based on intellect

3. experiential knowledge

D. Judgment

1. moral discretion

2. Heb. 5:14, “…discern both good and evil”

II. Prays for their mind (10a)

A. ‘approve things that are excellent’

1. test by trial (Scripture)

B. discriminate what is good “things that differ” better or best

III. Prays for their character (10b)

A. sincere “without wax”; to test by sunlight

B. without offence

1. not offending anyone

2. not being guilty of any offence

IV. Prays for their life (11)

A. filled with fruits of righteousness

1. Matthew 7:16, “Ye shall know them by their fruits”

2. John 15:16, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go

and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain”

3. Gal. 5:22-23, ” But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

B. by Jesus Christ

1. passive – ‘having been filled’ (by Jesus Christ)

2. Romans 5:17-19, “For if by one man’s offence death 


reigned by one; much more they which receive 


abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 


shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as 


by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to


condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the 


free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 


For as by one man’s disobedience many were made 


sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made


righteous.”

3. See 1:6

C. for the glory and praise of God.”

1. 1 Cor. 6:20, “For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 

are God’s”

2. The entire scope of Salvation is an outworking of God’s

Grace, and a contribution to God’s glory.

