Paul’s Appeal For Unity

     Philippians 2:1-4
I. The Basics of Christian Unity (1)

A. The exhortation of Christ 

1. ‘consolation’ – instructive exhortation

2. John 17:20-21, “Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on me

through their word; That they all may be one; 

as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they also may be one in us: that the world 

may believe that thou hast sent me.” 

B. The comfort of love

1. ‘comfort’ – concrete, persuasive teaching

2. John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give
unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 

loved you, that ye also love one another. By 

this shall all men know that ye are my disciples,

if ye have love one to another.”

C. Fellowship of the Spirit

1. ‘fellowship’ – joint participation

2. John 3:5, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God”

D. Christian character

1. ‘bowels’ – seat of the emotions; here, tender & 

affectionate love

2. ‘mercies’ – manifestations of mercy or pity

II. The Blessing of Christian Unity (2a)

A. ‘fulfill ye my joy’

1. ‘fill up’ my joy

2. How to do that?

III. The Manifestations of Christian Unity (2b)

A. Likemindedness – united focus, moving together

B. Mutual affection – same love (person) Jesus & one another

C. One accord – medical term – broken bones mended

D. One mind – single focus

IV. Hindrances to Christian Unity (3a)

A. Strife – political party atmosphere (us vs. them)

B. Vainglory – empty boasting “God forbid that I should glory”

V. Attitude of Christian Unity (3b-4)

A. Lowliness of mind – humility (spirit of awe of reverence) 

B. Encouragement of others – “esteem others better than themselves”

