DESTINATION THANKFULNESS
Luke 17:11-19
VBS 2005 Promotion Sermon #2
I. Be Thankful When God Doesn’t Act – Faith

A. Leprosy – horrible condition

1. Sores, missing fingers, missing toes, damaged limbs

2. Loss of sensation in nerve endings

3. Disease can take 30 years to run its course

B. ‘Go show yourselves to the priest’
1. Local priest would inspect the body and test for the disease according to the Law.

2. When he announced the person as healed, the person could rejoin society.

3. At this moment the lepers were no better off then before – they had not yet been healed!

4. But they believed Jesus, and started on their way – and then they were healed!

C. In order for the miracle to happen they had to start walking in faith BEFORE their circumstances changed.

1. You cannot wait until the problems are over to start being thankful
2. You cannot put conditions on God

a. When the money looks better

b. When my family issue is solved

c. When so-and-so is not at church any more

3. God says, “Love me despite the disease. Obey me despite the lack of resources. Say no to the temptation while it is still hard.”

II. Be Thankful When God Does Act – Worship

A. One leper came back and gave glory to God

B. Make sure to be thankful this week

1. Do it intentionally

2. Show it intentionally

III. Be Thankful That God Will Act – Love

A. Three words that all say the leper was made whole:

1. Verse 15. “He was healed” – Greek. ‘hi-a-tha’. Medical term meaning to mend or repair.

2. Verse 17. “Were not ten cleansed” – Greek. ‘kath-a-ri-zo’. Medical term for removal of impurities.

3. Verse 19. “Your faith has made you well” – Greek. ‘so-zo’. Not a medical term. Means salvation or deliverance from danger.
a. Matthew 1:21 “He shall save His people from their sins.”

b. Romans 10:9 “…you will be saved.”

B. Jesus declared that this man had found complete wholeness.

1. Another leper story in Matthew 8
2. “Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man…”

3. Today you have touched more people in one hour than he had in years.

Be Thankful that God Will Act – Because that is real Love!

He will touch you and bring wellness to your whole person.

· No abuse has scarred you so badly that Jesus won’t touch you.
· No sin has made you unlovable. Jesus is willing to call you His friend, and stand beside you. It was His death that paid for your sin.

· No fear has disqualified you

· No problem has put your life on hold

· No failure has negated His love

The root of our thankfulness is the love of Jesus – and for that, O God, we are so thankful.

