CREATED TO BEAR FRUIT

John 15:1-8

I. The Owner of the Vineyard

A. The vineyard belongs to God

1. Illustration: Gun-toting Grandma
2. The lesson: Be sure you know what you own.

B. God is in charge

1. We cannot find our purpose without realizing our place.

2. Illustration: MINE!

a. But God, that was my health…

b. But God, I earned that money…

c.       But God, that was my child…
d. But God, those were my plans…

e. But God, this is my church…

3. “NO”, God says to the 2-year-old in all of us. “It’s not yours at all. You are not even yours. You belong to me. It all belongs to me for I am God.”

4. When it comes to bearing fruit, the Lord demands that you release control.

II. The Object of the Vine

A. Passage Examination

1. Ask the congregation to examine John 15:1-8 and circle every reference to bearing fruit.

2. There are approximately 6 of them.

3. What is Jesus trying to say?
4. The object of the vine is to bear fruit.
B. Fruit Bearing

1. ‘Bearing’ and ‘producing’

2. The vine is created conducive to the growth of fruit

a. Veins for the transference of moisture

b. Strong fiber to bear the weight of heavy fruit

c. Flexible fiber to allow for movement and durability

3. But without a source of life, all you have is a rope.

4. Jesus is that source of life.

III. The Originality of the Fruit

A. What is ‘Fruit’?

1. “And our people must also learn to devote themselves to good works for cases of urgent need, so that they will not be unfruitful.” Titus 3:14 (HCSB)

2. “He (the righteous man) is like a tree planted beside streams of water  that bears its fruit in season  and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.” Psalms 1:3 (HCSB)

3. Fruit is everything that results from a vital union with Jesus Christ.
B. the Process of Fruit-bearing

1. It’s a Slow Process

a. Plants grow at a certain pace

b. It cannot be rushed

c. Certain important steps cannot be missed or skipped

2. It’s a Structured Process

a. Note the work of the vinedresser

b. Pruning, cleaning, guiding, watering

c. We have a part, too

3. It’s a Seasonal Process

a. Fruits only grow in season

b. Certain times & conditions must be right

“WE WERE CREATED TO BEAR FRUIT”
In every vineyard there is opportunity to be discouraged.

Weeds, insects, mildew, disease

It would be easy to be discouraged and quit.


“I can’t”


“There’s too much guilt”


“There have been too many failures”


“I’ve tried it before”

Listen to this:
· The vineyard belongs to God

· The life for bearing fruit comes from Him

· The pruning and cleaning are His responsibility

· We simply submit – and bear His fruit

Have you ever seen a grape vine that was stressed out? Could you imagine a blueberry bush crying in her bedroom, banging her little blueberry fists on the bed and crying out, “I just can’t do this anymore!”?

Closing Illustration: Danny Simpson, robbed a bank for $6000 with a $100,000 gun

Lesson: He already had what he needed without even knowing it.

