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Introduction

Gladys Aylward, missionary to China more than fifty years ago, was forced to flee when the Japanese invaded Yangcheng. But she could not leave her work behind. With only one assistant, she led more than a hundred orphans over the mountains toward Free China.  In their book The Hidden Price of Greatness, Ray Besson and Ranelda Mack Hunsicker tell what happened:  "During Gladys's harrowing journey out of war-torn Yangcheng ... she grappled with despair as never before. After passing a sleepless night, she faced the morning with no hope of reaching safety. A 13-year-old girl in the group reminded her of their much-loved story of Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. 

   "'But I am not Moses,' Gladys cried in desperation. 'Of course you aren't,' the girl said, 'but Jehovah is still God!'"  When Gladys and the orphans made it through, they proved once again that no matter how inadequate we feel, God is still God, and we can trust in him.

Context


Jesus here withdraws from Israel for a time geographically. He heads northward to Tyre and Sidon, port cities in what is today Lebanon and Syria. Matthew uses the Old Testament place names, and Mark uses the Greek names in his gospel (see Mark 7:26). The Canaanite woman that comes to Him represents the people that inhabited the Promised Land prior to Israel’s entry, and who Israel had been instructed to conquer in Joshua’s day. She had no claim on the Messianic promises of Israel or her Messiah. But faith crosses the boundaries of Jew and Gentile.

Interpretation

‘Jesus did not answer a word’ – Surprisingly, Jesus breaks His pattern of immediately responding to requests for healing. Because of this change, His silence seems more deliberate and dramatic. The closest parallel until now was the unintentional delay before Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter (9:18-26), a delay that ultimately magnified both the miracle and God’s glory. 

Disciples’ request to send her away - Pðïëýù      

To free fully, that is, (literally) relieve, release, dismiss (reflexively depart), or (figuratively) let die, pardon, or (specifically) divorce:—(let) depart, dismiss, divorce, forgive, let go, loose, put (send) away, release, set at liberty. The term is ambiguous; it could mean either with or without granting her request. Jesus’ protest in verse 24 makes better sense if the disciples had asked Jesus to do what the woman wanted. Jesus may also desire to draw the disciples deeper into this lesson as well.

‘I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ – Since Jesus has already left Israel these words seem a to be a test or prompt of some kind designed to draw out the woman into further discussion. Perhaps Jesus is replying to the stereotypic understanding of ‘Son of David’ to see just what kind of belief this woman has. 

‘Dogs’ - êõíÜñéïí      

Neuter of a presumed derivative of êýùí (; a puppy:—dog. Used to describe a household pet. A wild dog would not eat underneath the family table. The woman disputes none of Jesus’ terms, but still argues that, even granting His viewpoint, He should still help her. 

Faith – The woman reveals a tenacious faith, even as a Gentile. Jesus explicitly commends this faith and grants her request.

Outline

I. The Petition of a Mother (15:21-22)

A. Appeal for Mercy

B. Acknowledgment of the Messiah

1. A Canaanite would have no belief in the Messiah of Israel

2. A Canaanite would have no claim on Messianic Blessings.

C. Astonishing Malady

1. ‘Grievously Vexed’

2. ‘Devil’

II. The Priority of the Mission (15:23-28a)

A. Son of Man sent to Israel

1. Her claim on Him as Messiah was invalid

2. Should Messianic promises made to Israel be extended to the Gentiles? 

a. ‘Dogs’ – here, a domestic pet

B. Son of God Sent to All

1. She repeats her appeal to Him now, only with ‘Lord’

2. She asks that Jesus, in mercy, should allow some Messianic blessing to fall to the Gentiles

3. Beginning in Genesis 12:1-3 the OT promises the Gentiles more than just a residue of blessing

4. Issue of Faith

III. Power of the Master (15:28b)

A. Faith lays Claim to the Blessing

1. See also Centurion’s son ‘as thou hast believed’ (Matt. 8:13)

2. Abraham was justified by faith (Romans 4:3)

B. Healing is Completed from a Distance

Conclusion


Upon cursory reading of this passage, Jesus seems obstinate and outright rude to this woman. Why would the Son of God ignore a plea for mercy, even from a Gentile? Jesus was not ignoring her. On the contrary, He desired to draw out her faith and use this event as a great lesson not only to His disciples, but also to us today. Just as Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness (Romans 4:3), faith is the deciding factor in any approach made to God. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
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